
SUMMER 2020

C O M M E N C E M E N T





T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  C H A R T E R
The origins of Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale date to “An Act to Establish and Maintain 
the Southern Illinois Normal University” approved 
by the Illinois General Assembly on March 9, 1869.

The act defined the new university’s purpose as “to 
qualify teachers for the common schools of this 
state by imparting instruction in the art of teaching 
in all branches of study which pertain to a common 
school education in the elements of the natural 
sciences including agricultural chemistry, animal 
and vegetable physiology, in the fundamental laws 
of the United States and of the State of Illinois in 
regard to the rights and duties of citizens and such 
other studies as the board of education may from 
time to time prescribe.”

It included provisions for appointment of a Board of 
Trustees. One of the board’s first orders of business 
under the act would be to “advertise for proposals 
from localities desiring to secure the location of 
said Normal University.” The act required the board 
to “locate the institution at such point, as shall, all 
things considered, offer the most advantageous 
conditions. The land shall be selected south of the 
Railroad, or within six miles north of said road, 

passing from St. Louis to Terre Haute known as 
the Alton and Terre Haute railroad, with a view 
of obtaining a good supply of water and other 
conveniences for the use of the institution.” 

The act defines how buildings would be constructed, 
as well as procedures for selecting students. It 
assigned a budget of $75,000 for construction of 
buildings and for furnishings.

The University Charter currently displayed in 
Anthony Hall was bound by alumna Wendy Hale 
Davis, a bookbinder, artist and musician in Austin, 
Texas.

Class of 1897

Original Old Main 
with student 
body, 1870

The inspirational message on the next page is carried along with the charter during Commencement exercises. 
This message was written by the late Charles D. Tenney, SIU professor and Distinguished Service Award recipient. 
The message is displayed on the south wall of Morris Library's Hall of Presidents and Chancellors, and has a 
special place in the hearts of our students and alumni.
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GOWNS
The bachelor’s gown is a comparatively simple 
style that falls in straight lines from an elaborate 
yoke and has pointed sleeves. The master’s gown 
is similar to the bachelor’s except for its peculiar 
arrangement of the long sleeves with square 
ends that hang below the elbow. The doctor’s 
gown is elaborate, full-cut and flowing, and is 
distinguished by velvet panels down the front and 
around the neck, and by three velvet bars on the 
bell-shaped sleeves.

STOLE OF GRATITUDE
Southern Illinois University Carbondale has 
incorporated the custom of the Stole of Gratitude 
since the 2012 commencement ceremony. This 
custom offers an opportunity for graduates to pay 
thanks to anyone who has helped them attend 
or excel in college. This stole is worn during the 
commencement ceremony or at another occasion 
where a presentation is appropriate. After the 
ceremony, the new graduate presents the Stole of 
Gratitude to someone who provided extraordinary 
help or support. 

CEREMONIAL MACE
The ceremonial mace, a decorated staff carried in 
the commencement procession, is a symbol within 
a symbol. It denotes the right of the university 
administration to confer degrees on its graduates. 

The presence of a mace in ceremonial processions 
dates to the Middle Ages. The earliest maces were 
practical items, carried by sergeants-at-arms as part 
of the royal bodyguards’ means of protecting the 
king and as a symbol of his authority. In time, the 
mace was adapted to civic use and represented 
leadership. No longer a weapon, the mace became 
a work of art, decorated with precious metals and 
often bearing the seal of the city or university it 
represented.

Universities began incorporating a mace into 
their ceremonies as early as the 15th century. In 
the United States, most universities continue the 
tradition and incorporate a ceremonial mace into 
commencement exercises.

At SIU, the mace is very much a product of the 
university as well as representative of it. Professor 
Richard Smith, blacksmith and faculty member in 
the School of Art and Design, was commissioned 
to create a mace to debut in 2013. He turned to 
professor emeritus Richard Mawdsley, silversmith, 
to complete the project. He also enlisted the 
assistance of alumna Erin Dixon; assistant professor 
Sun Kyoung Kim; graduate student Patrick Quinn; 
and undergraduate students Timothy Schaeffer 
and Daniel Widolff – all from the School of Art and 
Design.

The mace, constructed of Damascus steel and silver, 
is 42 inches tall and 1¼ inches wide at its widest 
point. Design elements incorporate architectural 
references to Old Main – a campus building when 
SIU was the brand-new Southern Illinois Normal 
University, a teachers college, in 1874. Though 
Old Main was destroyed by fire in 1969, it holds 
a special place in the collective memory of the 
university.

ACADEMIC REGALIA
Academic regalia worn by faculty during commencement is based on attire from 12th- and 13th-century 
universities. Academic dress and accoutrements of this type have been used in the United States since 
colonial times. To maintain tradition and the conformity of academic symbols, little has changed in the 
symbolism of pattern and color since the Middle Ages. In 1895 an intercollegiate commission in the 
United States adopted a standardized code for the use of academic gowns, hoods and caps, which included 
regulating the cut, style and materials of gowns. In addition, colors, which were to represent the different 
fields of learning, were prescribed. Over the years, only minor revisions have been made to the code, which 
is followed by the majority of colleges and universities in America, including Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale.
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MEDALLION CAPS AND TASSELS
The mortarboard is the cap generally worn with academic regalia. A long tassel is fastened to the middle 
point on the top of the cap. The tassel is usually the color appropriate to the subject. There is no general 
rule on the position of the tassel on the mortarboard. However, numerous institutions have adopted a 
practice of requiring candidates for degrees to wear the tassels on the right front side before degrees are 
conferred, and to shift them to the left side when the degrees are awarded to them. 

Maize Agricultural Sciences Blue Mass Communication and Media Arts 

Orange Applied Sciences and Arts Gold Science 

Drab Business Citron Social Work 

Light Blue Education and Human Services Black Master’s 

Orange Engineering Gold Ph.D. 

White Liberal Arts Purple J.D.

CORDS
Gold University Honors Program
Maroon & White Intercollegiate Athlete with a 3.5+ GPA
Red, White & Blue Veteran or Active Duty Military

MEDALLION RIBBON
Bronze Black cum laude

Silver Black magna cum laude

Gold Black summa cum laude

Gold & White Red Lincoln Academy of Illinois  
Student Laureate

Maroon & Gold Maroon University Honors Diploma

HOODS
Historically, the academic hood was literally 
a garment to protect the wearer from foul 
weather. Today, it is the identifying symbol of the 
degree, and the length indicates which degree 
it represents: 3½ feet for the master’s and 4 feet 
for the doctoral degree. Hoods are lined with the 
official color of the college or university conferring 
the degree. The color of trimming identifies the 
major field of learning: maize for Agriculture, 
orange for Applied Sciences and Arts, brown for 
Architecture, drab for Business, light blue for 
Education, orange for Engineering, brown for Fine 
Arts, purple for Law, white for Liberal Arts, blue 
for Mass Communication and Media Arts, pink for 
Music, dark blue for Philosophy, peacock blue for 
Public Administration, salmon for Public Health, 
gold for Science and citron for Social Work.

GONFALONS
Another symbol used in commencement is the 
gonfalon. The gonfalon is a flag or banner that 
hangs from a crosspiece or frame. It originated in 
the medieval states of Italy as an ensign of state or 
office. The gonfalon is used in the Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale ceremony to designate the 
various colleges and schools of the institution. In 
the ceremony, the gonfalon for each college is 
carried by the student marshal for that college or 
school.

REFERENCE
Sullivan, E. (1997). “An Academic Costume Code 
and An Academic Ceremony Guide.” American 
Universities and Colleges, 15th edition.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHANCELLOR

DEAR MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 2020:

On behalf of the faculty and staff of SIU Carbondale, 
I offer congratulations on your graduation and best 
wishes for continued success. We are proud of you!

Earning your degree is a significant achievement that 
reflects dedication and hard work. Although you have 
completed your degree during unusual and challenging 
times, you persevered to fulfill your educational 
goals. Dedication, hard work and perseverance are all 
characteristics that will serve you well as go forward. 
They are the hallmark of all Salukis.

Your time at SIU included the celebration of our 150th 
anniversary and the launch of our next 150 years. That makes you an important part of both 
our history and trajectory, our tradition and promise. Like those who came before, you have 
benefitted from outstanding faculty dedicated to helping you learn and succeed. You are also a 
role model who demonstrates to future students that everything is possible at SIU. 

You join more than 250,000 proud SIU alumni who, like you, have made lifelong personal 
connections. In fact, whenever you wear your SIU gear anywhere in the world, you will find fellow 
graduates who share your Saluki pride. You’ll also find that Salukis help Salukis, even those they 
may have never met. 

We hope you continue to be an active member of the Saluki network. Please visit campus often 
to connect with the next generation of SIU students, share your knowledge, catch a game, and let 
us know how you are doing. You will always be part of SIU, and that connection will help us build 
a better future.

If you have not already done so, please take a moment to give thanks to family members, 
friends, faculty and staff who supported you along the way. On behalf of the entire university, 
thank you for letting us be a part of your success.  We look forward to learning of your many 
accomplishments as SIU alumni.

Go Dawgs!

Austin A. Lane
Chancellor
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GRADUATION SURVEY
You have now joined the ranks of SIU Alumni 

around the globe! We would love to hear 
where your journey is taking you.  Please 
take a moment to fill out the official SIU 

graduation survey.

VISIT US OFTEN AT CAREERDEVELOPMENT.SIU.EDU

WE WILL MISS YOU! 
Connect with current students and alumni through 

the
SALUKI MENTOR NETWORK

AT SIU.WISR.IO

STAY CONNECTED!
GROW YOUR PACK!

SIUJOINHANDSHAKE.COM/FIRST_DESTINATION_SURVEYS/3560

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
The following lists contain the names of candidates 
for degrees, the granting of which is contingent 
upon completion of all requirements for the degree.

* University Honors program member 
 (undergraduate students only)
** Multiple degree candidate

University Academic Honors listed to the right 
of the name are as follows for undergraduate 
students:

cum laude 3.5–3.749 
magna cum laude 3.75–3.899 
summa cum laude 3.9–4.0

The grade point averages apply firstly to all work 
taken at Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
and then, in the case of transfer students, to 
the total work as an additional, but secondary, 
qualification.
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Master of Science
Danielle L. Baum
Antonia Lydia DeBlieck
Gage McCollum Fink
John Gale
Matthew J. Ganden

Katelyn Donn Garver
Leah Wheelbarger Harper
Harpreet Kaur
Jamie A. Mayhew
Lina M. Mowat

Arun Sharma
Alyssa A. Valach
Curtis J. Wolf

Bachelor of Science
Michelle Aceves-Ochoa cum laude
Tanner Albert Adamick
Eugene Daniel Ballance
Raymond Albert Bieri III cum laude
Taryn Elizabeth Ann Bieri  
 summa cum laude
Bradley Morgan Brown
Deja M. Douglas
Emma Grace Ensley  
 magna cum laude

Gregory D. Erwin
Dylan Ray Fuehne
Keoni Gross
Alyssa Hemmerich
Michael Andrew Hoffman
Isabella Y. Jimenez
Nicholas A. Kadela
Hannah M. Kirby
Scott Mitchell Lahey
Lilibeth Martinez

Parker Alan McCorkle
Patrick E. Mulcahy
Lane Allen Myrick cum laude
Craig Osterholt
Kamaria C. Palmer cum laude
Rebecca L. Schlosser
Chase C. Schneider
Douglas A. Senf cum laude
Brenda Alexace Ware

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

Master of Architecture
Victoria Katlin Amato
Kyle L. Bandish
Aaron Michael Beatty
Katherine Marie Brewer
Neelam Dulal
Peter J. Galick

Timothy W. Hefler
Chaseton M. Holdman
Jacob M. Komperda
Timothy Aaron Mehta
Tomi J. Perl
Joseph S. Plummer

Marion Ralph Snowden IV
Jose Luis Sosa
Benjamin L. Stremming
Robert W. Taylor Jr
Xixian Wu

Master of Health Administration
Levi A. Coffer
Kia L. Copeland
Erica Lynn Cross
Vladislav Dobin
Roseanna M. Dorsey

Danielle M. Graham
Mikayla L. Grant
Pamela Jenice Gray
Corein Loving
Raven Samon Pearson

Julie G. Rivas
Mikayla Christine Secrist
Fernando Ray Trujillo
Jonathan Wiley

Master of Health Informatics
Jimson S. Alindada
Erica Katie Kelley

Nate' Julianna Poindexter
Tameka Janelle Stagg

COLLEGE OF APPLIED SCIENCES 
AND ARTS
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Master of Science
Monica Raylene Babcock
Ryan Scott Barbry
Paige K. Beuligmann
Niccole Ann Black
Alyssa M. Capizzi
Courtney R. Collins
Jodi Josephine Costenaro
Katie A. Davis
Delia G. Doty
Crystal Lynn Douglas
Tyler Brandon Dziuk

Jessica D. Fudge
Ryan Lee Gerber
Shannon Griffith
Wendy R. Hammersmith
Dylan J. Hart
Stephen Ivanovics III
Lauren Marie Jansen
Brandy Dale Ketel
Colton Taite Klaus
Brittney Paige McCormack
Valeriane Luke McNeill

Bridget Lynn Morgan
Janet Marie Nguyen
Kristin Maree Petkavich
Elizabeth Rodriguez
Richard Pringle Sanders Jr
Andrew Joseph Schall
Carlie Elizabeth Stefani
Danielle Christine Tiemann
Elisabeth Anne Turner
Kaitlyn Nicole Weinzapfel
Cassie Lynn Zacheis

Bachelor of Science
Jenna Achtzehn  
 magna cum laude
Blake R. Ade cum laude
Olivia A. Aiken cum laude
Michael Joseph Allen
Ali Saleh Almeaidi
Abdulrahman Turki Alowais
Nicholas Altgilbers cum laude
Rebecca Amissah
Brent Daniel Aversano cum laude
Sylvia Baran
Christian B. Baumann cum laude
Hope D. Bluhm cum laude
Jessica Renae Bowdler
Scott W. Bowers  
 magna cum laude
Nicole Lindsay Breidel
Kenthina M. Brown
Hunter Z. Bryant
Nicolas A. Burgess
Rachel E. Burroughs
Michael T. Calloni
Skyler T. Cantrell cum laude
Thomas J. Caravello
Bryan Castro magna cum laude
Brad W. Clarkson
Brandon Christopher Colaianni
Julian Emmanuel Concepcion  
 Ballester
Samantha K. Cote
Steven Edward Cox
Olivia Nicole Craig
A'jule Crawford
Mariah A. Danford  
 summa cum laude
Halie D. Daniel cum laude

Tracy L. Daniels
Robert Franklin Dotter cum laude
Dane A. Edgington Sisco
Bailey A. Edwards  
 magna cum laude
Kimberly Ann Elko
Cari Leann Enloe
Asia L. Ester
Jonathan Fabsits
Shelby Leigh Farmer
Elizabeth A. Flath
Lawrence Joseph Gazafy  
 cum laude
Kenneth Alan George
Mercedes J. Gest
Jaimie Girndt magna cum laude
Igor Gladnikov
Haley R. Goggins cum laude
Tiara K. Golgin
Wesley Sean Goodman  
 summa cum laude
James Byron Grammer
Lindsey Marie Green cum laude
Brooke V. Griffin
Zachary O. Hanel
Allyson E. Harris cum laude
Bryce Wayne Harrison  
 magna cum laude
Samuel Hazo cum laude
Rodnisha S. Henderson
Tanner Evan Herman cum laude
Holly Higgenbotham
Ashlyn M. Hoffmann  
 magna cum laude
Destiny R. Holder  
 summa cum laude

David Michael Hollenbeck
Teigo Hudson
Mohammed Akram Hussain
Amy Huynh cum laude
Ariana I. Jackson
Cassandra Annette Jones
Abbigael M. Kelleher  
 magna cum laude
Matthew Christopher Knoll  
 summa cum laude
Benjamin J. Kocarnik
Hannah Irene Kohrs
Erin M. Konopacke  
 summa cum laude
Andrew Michael Krantz  
 cum laude
Jamie Kuebker
Michael Joseph La Bianca
Mitchell W. Larsen
Lucas M. Lenz
Brandon Roy Lockart
Kayla M. Loving
Anita E. Lucatero
Audrey M. Magnoni  
 summa cum laude
Jesse H. Marks cum laude
Bradyn J. Mayberry cum laude
Emily C. McCarthy cum laude
Danielle Marie McGhee
William H. McNutt
Jerod A. Meier
FeiFan Meng
Larissa Dawn Mercer
Jessie Lynn Moore
Kelsey Lynn Morrison cum laude
Norbert Shawn Mroczkowski
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Nkabila K. Mwakyoma
Karyna A. Navoichyk
Caitlyn M. Nelson
Katelyn Faye Nickel
Shawntell Sherice Oliver
Enrique Ortiz
Vernon R. Pertelle
Breanna C. Peyton  
 magna cum laude
Julian Kenard Phillips
Jayne E. Phoenix  
 summa cum laude
Seth David Pratt
Morgan L. Pytlewski
Ajaysinh B. Rana  
 summa cum laude
Kelly Noelle Renslow
Josiah Reutter magna cum laude
Brittany L. Reynolds

Daniel Paul Rietveld cum laude
Anthony Michael Rizzo cum laude
Jacquiese A. Robinson
Alexander Rodriguez-Gabino  
 cum laude
Mallory Marie Rutz cum laude
Osamah Atef Mohammed Saleh
Sarah Christine Scharf cum laude
Alexander Schemionek
Brianna S. Sconyers-Nelson
Kasia Nicole Segieda
Danielle Shank
Jefferson Thomas Shillingford
Kelsie Jo Simpson  
 magna cum laude
Nicole Marie Smith cum laude
Nicholas J. Spataro
Jill C. Springli
Zachary P. Stamm

Mikayla Renay Stanfield  
 cum laude
Katelyn E. Sternberg cum laude
Trisha Stevens
Jason T. Suchon
Malissa Torres cum laude
Dominique L. Townsend
Morghen A. Turley  
 summa cum laude
Raymond Urban cum laude
Kyle F. Van Hoveln
Justin M. Vick
Jason Warren cum laude
Michael Wicklund
Janae N. Williams
Cole Alan Wingen
Makensey LeeAnn Zahner  
 magna cum laude
Ryan Daniel Zeljak

Associate in Applied Science
Cassandra N. Arnold
Cody G. Bernardoni
Natalie A. Bethers cum laude
Dustin J. Bishop
Alejandra Castillo
Joshua Chandran
Mirabela Cruson
Amber R. Daly
Meghan E. Demler

Luis Manuel Diaz
Amanda Susanne Dreyer
Jessica Sue Duke
Taylor Jean Foltz  
 summa cum laude
Joseph T. Hake
Austin C. Johnson
Vangel Kasapov

Abigail Elizabeth Kokalj  
 cum laude
Austin T. McPheron
Emily Mae Nickelson
Jennifer Vanko
Kelsie M. Walker cum laude
Olivia Joanna-Beth White
Alexis Taylor Zeller



1211

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Doctor of Philosophy
Ramin Bagherzadeh

Business Administration
Mavis Adjei, Ph.D.
C̏ustomers Can Love Firms Again After 
Spreading Negative Experiences on Social 
Media: The Role of Social Impact Theory on 
Economic and Psychological Compensation�

Zheng He
Business Administration
Xiaoxin Beardsley, Ph.D. and 
Mark Peterson, Ph.D.
H̏FTs and Non-HFTs along the Limit Order Book�

Master of Accountancy
Abdirizak Abud
Kelsey Byars

Megan Renee Jordan
Xiaojiao Li

Bachelor of Science
Jennifer Lynn Bennett
Desirae R. Burns
Matt Weiland Ciezczak
Bennett Lawrence Cohen
Madeleine L. Cravens
Trenton J. Dierkes
Esther Y. Esekenyoi
Michael R. Farmer
Erica L. Gary magna cum laude
Elizabeth A. Hall  
 magna cum laude
Jonathan R. Harb
Kelly A. Hedden-Saulsberry
Carissa A. Heil

Danielle Hernandez
Falin J. Hinshaw
Shawn E. Hubbard
Emani James
Austin B. Jarrett cum laude
Brett A. Kersey
Anisa L. Kilpatrick
Benjamin Korecky
Christopher Matthews
Noel Michael Mezengi
Arely Montoya
Brittany Lain Nunez
Cynthia M. Ortega
Brianna Morgan Perry cum laude

Aisha L. Pettigrew Green
Nicole Plaku
Afton R. Robinson
Richard Allen Stevenson
Frank Yuming Thomas
Jessica Leigh Thornburg
Jesus M. Valdez III
Alexandra N. Walsh *
Tiffany Jo Weiss
Ian Cary Zeitler
Yijin Zhao
Justin A. Zuck
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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION  
AND HUMAN SERVICES
Doctor of Philosophy
Noor Alrajhi

Curriculum and Instruction
Grant Miller, Ph.D.
̏Addressing the Needs of Gifted and  
Talented STEM Students through Holistic 
Thinking in an Honors Program�

Evan Bernard Brown
Educational Administration
Saran Donahoo, Ph.D.
̏A Case Study on the Impact that the  
Meet & Teach Program Has on Youth  
through Experiental Learning�

Si-Yi Chao
Rehabilitation Services
D. Shane Koch, Rh.D.
̏The Relationship among Self-Identity, 
Perceived Career Barriers, Social Support, 
Career Decision Self-Efficacy and Outcome 
Expectations of College Students with 
Disabilities�

Mary Susan Miller
Health Education
Robert McDermott, Ph.D.
̏Factors Affecting Comprehensibility  
of the Globally Harmonized System of 
Chemicals in the United States�

Ashley Michele Shayter
Rehabilitation Services
D. Shane Koch, Rh.D.
̏Evaluating the Efficacy of Online Instruction 
and Acceptance and Commitment Training 
on the Performance of Registered Behavior 
Technicians TM�

Eric Michael Wiedenman
Health Education
Aaron J. Kruse-Diehr, Ph.D. and Justin 
McDaniel, Ph.D.
̏The Role of Sport Participation on  
Exercise Self-Efficacy, Psychological  
Need Satisfaction, and Resilience�

Master of Public Health
Kyla C. Conner Eric Michael Wiedenman

Master of Science
Deanna J. Birkla
Lisa Ann Butler
Benjamin Ernest Camp
Alexander T. Jenkins
Chloe Chanell Lenoir

Jasmine M. Martin
Tashara Neshaee Mccoy
Hannah Lorraine Merklen
Erin Messersmith
RaySean A. Pugh

Zachary David Stearns
Jasmin K. Weaver
Jennifer Lynn West
Frederick Howard Williams Jr
Thomas Graham Williams

Master of Science in Education
Kimberly Ann Arnett
Megan M. Benitone
Dashiell Allen Buntjer
Kayla Denae Chapman
Kuan Chun Chen
Taylor Egelhoff
Justin James Engelmann
Chelsea Janae Gilliam

Megan Catherine Harmon
Anthony M. Heathcoat
Alinda Jane Heron
Alex Hopkins
Aaron Letinski
April Ann Martinez
Lindsay D. Meverden
Sarah Christine Morrison

Erin M. Osborn
Samantha Michelle Poff
Bailee L. Pulley
Lana M. Rizzo
Gabriella Nicole Shepherd
Ronald Kevin Suggs Jr
Bryce J. Wagner
Justin Jamell Walker
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Master of Social Work
Lacey Laird Abbey C. Margolis

Bachelor of Science
Ramon Alvarez
Cornell Michael Barkhurst
Kevin Alexander Belsky  
 cum laude
Gerard William Boyle cum laude
Aqualis Johnny Brown
Raymond Livingston Brown
Ryan A. Bruns
Conor Thomas Burton
Tracy Caldwell
Ralph Matthew Castillo III  
 cum laude
Harrison R. Clark cum laude
Anna M. Cole
Mabinty Cooper
Minor Enrique Cordon
Saquadrea Crosby
Tonya Daniels
Amanda Katerina Diaz
Elton Dennis Evatt II  
 magna cum laude
Genesis Ewell
Micaela D. Ferguson
Tymperia Lovinia Freeman
Lisa Ann Funkhouser cum laude
Michael Anthony Gathright
Rachel Rose Gilbert
Todd A. Goforth
James E. Granlund Jr cum laude

Travis Tierre Hawkins
Keasha Hawthorne
Albert Lee Holloway
Erik Nils Holmstrom  
 summa cum laude
Travis James Homewood  
 summa cum laude
Francisco Hilkiah Jamison
Jarrett Clifton Kennedy
Jared K. Kern
Adam R. Kessler
Matthew Clayton Lally  
 magna cum laude
Natasha Marie Livingston  
 cum laude
Michelle Renae Lorenzo
Tina Marie Wyatt Lujan
Andrew David Marlatt  
 magna cum laude
Vladimir Edgardo Marroquin
Bria Marie McNutt
Jeffrey J. Meverden
Zack Cole Mifflin
Sean Mullan
Samuel Will Noble
Brendan Miles Nobles  
 magna cum laude
Regina Lamay Norton
Jonathan Adel Ortiz

Cameron Lehman Parsons  
 magna cum laude
John Peter Deleon Pascual  
 cum laude
Jessica Patterson
Joshua Kane Portillo
Patrick Quinlan
Tammy Joy-Scott Robinson
Reliot Rodriguez cum laude
Taylor M. Rogers cum laude
Andrew R. Savignac cum laude
Lisa Ann Scruggs  
 magna cum laude
Mark Edward Shawley  
 magna cum laude
Kevin John Skaggs
Annick Laure Tchieukoue Kuete
Takala A. Tiller
Tangela A. Tiller
Katherine W. Turner  
 magna cum laude
Marc Vihnanek Sr  
 magna cum laude
Aedan G. Walch Flores
James E. Weaver
Elizabeth F. Williams
Cynthia Zubiate



14

Doctor of Philosophy
Omer Salih Abdalla Elsanusi

Engineering Science
Emmanuel C. Nsofor, Ph.D.
̏Thermal Energy Storage with Multiple 
Families of Phase Change Materials (PCM)�

Suman Saurabh
Engineering Science
Satya Harpalani, Ph.D.
̏Geomechanical State of Rocks with Depletion 
in Unconventional Coalbed Methane 
Reservoirs�

Balbhadra Thakur
Engineering Science
Ajay Kalra, Ph.D.
̏Hydrologic Variability within the Climate 
Regions of Continental United States and Its 
Teleconnection with Climate Variables�

Yeyin Xu
Engineering Science
Albert C.J. Luo, Ph.D. and  
Tsuchin Philip Chu, Ph.D.
̏Stability and Bifurcation Dynamics of Journal 
Bearing Rotor Systems�

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

Master of Science
Fred Sena Agbemaple
Salim Ibrahim Almenshad
Avishek Debnath
Kyle Jeffrey Heller
Md Shahrul Islam
Joshua D. Jordan
Niyousha Karbasion

Imran Khan
Rasik Manandhar
Aashish Neupane
Manjil Niraula
Indira Pokhrel
Nolan Ryan Ragan
Jason Roderick Reed

Sanjoy Saha
Alen Shrestha
Survesh Bahadur Shrestha
Prakruthi Soonangi Ganesh
Benjamin J. Temple
Carlos Eduardo Teran Rivero
Haoran Yang

Bachelor of Science
Mohammad Abdulhadi Almarri
Bader Abbas Alshammari  
 magna cum laude
Yousef Y H KH M Alshatti
Mashal Ameen
Kenneth Allen Butler cum laude
Deron M. Carter
Moises Casas cum laude
Robert Wayne Caudle
Franck Chikuru cum laude
Kathy Rene Clark-Frye

Adam Morton Cox
Timothy Crumrine
Jason Ashcroft Diggle
Samuel Earle Douglas  
 magna cum laude
Anthony M. Espisito
Alexander W. Faivre
Thomas Robert Franklin
David Michael Grove
Grzegorz Kazimierz Hejnas
Audra M. Kasdorf

Arthur Kovach
Tracie Lynn Lucas
Tim McCumber
Richard Allen Mohn
Joseph Thomas Painter  
 cum laude
John Edward Payton  
 magna cum laude
Jason N. Shepler
Dennis Dean Strack cum laude
Andrew Darryl Warr
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Doctor of Philosophy
Oluwaseyi Ololade Amosu

Psychology
Kathleen Chwalisz, Ph.D.
̏A Qualitative Understanding of Gender-
Responsive Youth Programming within the 
Girls Rock Camp Alliance�

Natalia Baires
Psychology
D. Shane Koch, Rh.D.
̏The Cultural Adaptation of Traditional Behavior 

-- Analytic Interventions for  Hispanic/LatinX 
Children with Autism and the Caregivers and 
Siblings Who Care for Them�

Emma Brittany Diaz
Psychology
Lisabeth DiLalla, Ph.D. (Chair) and Douglas 
Knutson, Ph.D. (Co-Chair)
̏Redefining Resistance:  Exploring How 
Multiracial Women Promote Justice during 
Clinical Supervision�

Catarina Durante Bergue Alves
Psychology
Kathleen Chwalisz, Ph.D.
̏A Qualitative Analysis of Survivors' Experiences 
of Sex Trafficking�

Kristiana Marie Feeser
Psychology
Julie Partridge, Ph.D.
̏Getting Ahead of the Game:  A Preventative 
Assessment Plan for Intercollegiate Athletics�

Debaleena Ghosh
Sociology
William F. Danaher, Ph.D.
̏U.S. Higher Education in the Construction 
of "Good" and "Bad" Immigrants:  Foreign-
Born Faculty's Tales of Sexism, Racism, and 
Xenophobia at Work�

Abby Jane Spalding Kelty
Psychology
Kathleen Chwalisz, Ph.D.
̏The Impact of Integrated Healthcare on Mental 
Health Stigma among Primary Care Providers�

Allysha Kochenour
Psychology
Randall Scott Davis, Ph.D.
̏The Appraisal of Challenge-Hindrance 
Stressors:  Considering the Role of Personal 
Resources�

Carlos R. Medina
History
Ras Michael L. Brown, Ph.D.

̏"The Very Insides of Nationality":  Reproduction, 
Reform, and Birth Control as Population 
Control in 20th Century Puerto Rico�

Richard Michael Montoya
Psychology
Yueh-Ting Lee, Ph.D.
̏Narcissistic Group Orientation, Water-Like 
Group Orientation, and their Relations to In-
Group Identification�

Chasity Lynn Ratliff
Psychology
Eric Jacobs, Ph.D.
̏Content Variation in Jury Instructions for Fatal 
Police Use of Force Trials Moderate the Effect of 
Attitudes toward Police on Verdicts�

Dustin Alan Seidler
Psychology
Chad E. Drake, Ph.D.
̏Examining Relations among Positive and 
Negative Metrics of Psychological Flexibility 
and Positive and Negative Outcomes of 
Exposure to Trauma�

Brittany Sue Sievers
Psychology
Tawanda Greer-Medley, Ph.D.
̏Scapegoating as a Form of Color-Blind Racism:  
Do African American and Latino Men Receive 
Harsher Punishment in the Workplace?�

Joseph L. Smith
Philosophy
Kenneth Stikkers, Ph.D.
̏The Niggardization of Black Bodies�

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
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Alaina Dawn Steele
Criminology & Criminal Justice
Christopher Mullins, Ph.D.
̏A Theoretical Integration of Procedural Justice 
and Deterrence:  A Tale of Two Theories�

Master of Fine Arts
Jason A. Blohm
Caroline Prados Burks
Kevin Dotson
Austin Brian Harrison

Will T. Holcomb
Wansi Ieong
Taima Krayem
Teresa Marie McKinley

Ian Moeckel
Laura Ann Sweeney
Thomas Oliver Ward

Master of Arts
Travis Michael Bond
Emily K. Burgett
Jake Robert Burns
Gunnar C. Butler
Amanda Briann Chamberlain
Elizabeth Jayne Geiselman
Chloe Michelle Goldbach
Leah Catherine Gray

Adam C. Green
Darrien E. Hawkins
Megan N. Heflin
McKenzie Megan Johnston
Bethany Content Leraas
Tasha Nicholle Lopez
Jacob C. Marnin
Jennifer A. McCollom

Ian T. Mosier
Ann Miranda Nelson
Ololade Hakeem Okanlawon
Emily C. Pali
Tanya Faye Rajayah
Jaidelynn K. Rogers
Justin Thomas Shields
Syazana binti Tajudeen

Master of Music
Shan Ling Aletheia Chua Brandon Louis Keith Spradlin Breanna Ashley Williams

Master of Science
Lizbeth Cantu Cantu
Bailey J. Durkin
Adam E. Holbrook

Iswadi
Nimisha Karki
Jie Shi Liew

Patrick James Pelham
Kiran Thapa

Bachelor of Arts
Christopher Angel
Natalia A Avalos
Abriana L. Banks
Elsa Bielser
Cianna J. Brown
Mitchell John Brown **
Lauren Caples
Megan Rae Carson  
 magna cum laude
Maurissa B. Carter
Noreen Chablis
Emma Catherine Chapman  
 magna cum laude
Jonathan W. Creed
Laria R. Davis
Latasha Ameenah Elmore

Hailey M. Engstrom
Kayleigh Amanda Jo Ervin
Hilda M. Garcia
Matthew J. Gordon
Randall J. Grider  
 summa cum laude
Vanessa Ann Hanson
Keaton Denise Hasler
Michaela Christine Hoots
E'Seanti Danielle Johnson
David Joseph Krueger III  
 cum laude
Tavarus J. Lucas
Mackkeal D. Mason cum laude
Lillian W. McIntyre  
 cum laude * **

Christopher McQuire Jr
Emily Katherine Mirabella  
 magna cum laude
Amanda Leigh Moeller
Nicholas Jeremy Newman
Jonathon D. Przislicki
Jazmin Ramos
Benjamin D. Reese  
 magna cum laude
Paul L. Rhymer
Donquell C. Sanders
Emily Sands summa cum laude *
Alexis Anne Sowders
Nakkiah D. Stampfli
Hannah Nicole Steele
Alexandra L. Stone
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Jedah N. Suggs
Dominique Samantha Thomas
William Virgil Tipton

Richard M. Todd cum laude
Jawaun O. Valentine
Joshua Daniel Welte

Tayler N. Wendler
James Andrew Whalen

Bachelor of Fine Arts
Rozzie Cribbs Jr. Jacob Paul Smiley Xindi Wang

Bachelor of Science
Andrew Anthony Anckle
Mitchell John Brown **
Kara Ann Clarke
Nathan Edwards cum laude
Kimberly E. Ellis
Andrew David Farmer
Sean M. Fuller
Christopher Michael Gilloffo

Jennifer Lynn Jones
Tre A. Knight
Mpatanishi Kai Matthews
Clint Alan Meyer
William J. Muench
Brent J. Palmer
Levi F. Porter

Jessica D. Rigsby  
 summa cum laude
Stephanie Rae Schaefer
Jordan Avery Storey
Nikkolette Taylor
Kaliope K. Vaselopulos
Gildardo Zavala Jr

COLLEGE OF MASS COMMUNICATION 
AND MEDIA ARTS
Master of Science
Evelyn Marie Aden

Bachelor of Arts
Nicolas Christopher Armstead
Brandtlee A Brown
Katherine Rose Collins
Andy Guo
Keimon Martez Hamilton

Ja'Maya Grace Hawkins
Joshua M. Keck
Brielle J. Lawrence
John Edward Mathews
Ashayla T. Mathis cum laude

Kathleen A. McNally
John Z. Suh cum laude
Daniel J. Teal
Darian Thomas Wells

Bachelor of Science
Nicholas D. Brady
Braylyn R. Brown

Isabel Marie Miller cum laude
Patrick Mueller

Jonathan W. Nicholls
Maribeth M. Wilson
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
Doctor of Philosophy
Eman Ahmad Ageely

Chemistry
Keith T. Gagnon, Ph.D.
̏Chemical Tools for Potential Therapeutic 
Applications of CRISPR Systems�

Azam Baharlouei
Molecular Biology, Microbiology, and 
Biochemistry
Kelly Bender, Ph.D.
̏Genomic and Metabolic Characterization of 
Subsurface and Benthic Anaerobic Bacterial 
Communities:  Screening for Biofuels and 
Value-Added Molecules�

Gallaba Mudiyanselage Dinuka Gallaba
Physics
Saikat Talapatra, Ph.D.
̏An Experimental Study of Structural 
Deformation and "Gate Opening" of Zeolitic 
Imidazolate Framework-8 upon Gas Sorption:  
Thermodynamic and Kinetic Evidence�

Beruwalage Lakshika Kumari Gunawardana
Mathematics
Andrew G. Earnest, Ph.D. and Jerzy Kocik, Ph.D.
̏Locally Primitively Universal Forms and the 
Primitive Counterpart to the Fifteen Theorem�

Tayler D. Hill
Chemistry
Sean D. Moran, Ph.D.
̏Enzyme Active Site Dynamics and Substrate 
Orientation Probed via Strong Anharmonic 
Coupling in an Aryl-Azide Vibrational Label 
Using 2D IR Spectroscopy�

Dinush Lanka Panditharathna Jayasooriya 
Arachchilage

Mathematics
Jerzy Kocik, Ph.D.
̏Spin Network Evaluation and the  
Asymptotic Behavior�

David A. Price
Chemistry
Sean D. Moran, Ph.D.
̏Using Infrared Spectroscopy to Uncover 
Structure in Biomolecular Assemblies Related 
to Disease:  Applications to Nucleic Acid and 
Peptide Oligomers and Aggregates�

Henaka Rallage Hansika Sirikumara
Physics
Thushari Jayasekera, Ph.D.
̏Engineering Structural/Electronic  
Properties of Layered Selenides:   
A Multi-Scale Modeling Approach�

Master of Science
Devjani Basu
Kiersten Leah Bergquist
Justin Cassell
Andrew P. Derby
Hudman S. Evans Jr.
Rishitha Gona
Tarius A. Hill

William Ian Holt
Syeda Fareeza Karimushan
FNU Karthik Krishna
Giovanni Molinari
Omar Morales
Morgan R. Muell
Jeremiah S. Roberts

Arpan Roy
Kailey Marie Seaman
Zachariah N. Seaman
Nolan Russell Smith
Marisa Blake Szubryt
Nikki Jane Walker
Duston D. Wetzel

Professional Science Master's
Stephanie Catherine Reigh Bryan Lucas Smith

Bachelor of Science
Victor Ahmed Abraham
Arthur Michael Alcantara
Gryphon E. Ayres
Megan F. Boles
Tristan V. Conte
Thomas M. Corcoran

Ashawnti A. Dampeer
Andrew T. Dust cum laude
Colby A. Gouge
Cevion Tawon Johnson
Margaret P. Lopez
Brandon J. Madsen

Lillian W. McIntyre  
 cum laude * **
Garrett J. Murry
Erin E. Pruett
Jacob L. Reinbolt
Joshua David Segretto
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Herath Mudiyanselage C.  
 Senevirathne cum laude
David F. Spalla III

Sheyanne R. Stacy
Ellyse D. Walker  
 magna cum laude *

Gretchen Marie Witter
Sarah K. Zeman

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
Doctor of Philosophy
Deepak Somashekar Hiremath

Molecular, Cellular & Systemic Physiology
Prema Narayan, Ph.D.
̏Effect of Constitutively Activated Luteinizing 
Hormone Receptor on Male Sexual Function�

Nikola Sekulovski
Molecular, Cellular & Systemic Physiology
James A. MacLean II, Ph.D.
̏Tissue-Specific Ablation of Insulin Receptor 
Signaling Results in Infertility in Female Mice�

Master of Science Physician Assistant Studies
Derrik C. Abell
Navneet Kaur Bamrah
Kendall A. Barnes
Gabrielle A. Bonner
Jessica Lynn Brough
Kilmeny Brooke Clark
Katlyn Nicole Coyer
Amanda J. Durham
Brett A. Eandi
Emilie JoAnn Emberton
Kara J. Freeman
Grace A. Henderson
Layna M. Henry
Emily J. Kelly

Kristina N. Klaverkamp
Isabel Lammers
Paul Ryan Lane
Kirstin M. Latimer
William M. Lyman
Serhiy Maslovsky
Zachary Hugh McKenty
Ashley Meredith Meyering
Gorana Micevic
Shawn W. Milhauser
Stephanie Anne Muir
Brooke A. Nosovitsky
Anna K. Omalley
Merri A. Patterson

Destiny Grace Petrowich
Dorothy Pham
Arelia Mae Popp
Amanda Sue Roye
Heather Lynn Samudovsky
Jared W. Schiefer
Dacon Spencer Scott
Stephen Lee Seiter
Steven Nathan Silvestain
Emily L. Street
Michael Wieland
Brittani Marie Williams

Master of Science
Kara N Starkweather

SCHOOL OF LAW
Juris Doctor
Eran D. McCarter
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WELCOME TO THE SALUKI ALUMNI FAMILY

SIGN UP FOR YOUR GIFT!
A NEW GRADUATE MEMBERSHIP

Visit siualumni.com/new-grad

siualumni.com

Enter coupon code GRADGIFT when checking out and 
you can redeem your membership in the SIU Alumni 

Association free of charge.

Please register by Sept. 15, 2020 to redeem this offer.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP ONLINE!




